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APPENDIX VII 

APPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT IN THE GREEN BELT 

(As Per National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Ch.9, paras 89 & 90) 

lf it is necessary to prevent development in a village primarily because of the important contribution 

which the open character of the village makes to the openness of the Green Belt, the village should 

be included in the Green Belt. lf, however, the character of the village needs to be protected for 

other reasons, other means should be used, such as conservation area or normal development 

management policies, and the village should be excluded from the Green Belt. 

As with previous Green Belt policy, inappropriate development is, by definition, harmful to the 

Green Belt and should not be approved except in very special circumstances. 

When considering any planning application, local planning authorities should ensure that substantial 

weight is given to any harm to the Green Belt. 'Very special circumstances' will not exist unless the 

potential harm to the Green Belt by reason of inappropriateness, and any other harm, is clearly 

outweighed by other considerations. 

A local planning authority should regard the construction of new buildings as inappropriate in Green 

Belt. Exceptions to this are:  

• buildings for agriculture and forestry 

• provision of appropriate facilities for outdoor sport & outdoor recreation and for 

cemeteries, as long as it preserves the openness of the Green Belt and does not conflict with 

the purposes of including land within it 

• the extension or alteration of a building provided that it does not result in disproportionate 

additions over and above the size of the original building 

• the replacement of a building, provided the new building is in the same use and not 

materially larger than the one it replaces 

• limited infilling in villages, and limited affordable housing for local community needs under 

policies set out in the Local plan 

• limited infilling or the partial or complete redevelopment of previously developed sites 

(brownfield land), whether redundant or in continuing use (excluding temporary buildings), 

which would not have a greater impact on the openness of the Green Belt and the purpose 

of including land within it than the existing development. 

Certain other forms of development are also not inappropriate in Green Belt provided they preserve 

the openness of the Green Belt and do not conflict with the purposes of including land in Green Belt. 

These are:  

• mineral extraction 

• engineering operations 

• local transport infrastructure which can demonstrate a requirement for a Green Belt 

location 



• the re-use of buildings provided that the buildings are of permanent and substantial 

construction; and development brought forward under a community Right to Build order 

located in the Green Belt, elements of many renewable energy projects will comprise 

inappropriate development. ln such cases developers will need to demonstrate very special 

circumstances if projects are to proceed. Such very special circumstances may include the 

wider environmental benefits associated with increased production of energy from 

renewable sources. 

Community Forests offer valuable opportunities for improving the environment around towns, by 

upgrading the landscape and providing for recreation and wildlife. An approved community Forest 

plan may be a material consideration in preparing development plans and in deciding planning 

applications. Any development proposals within Community Forests in the Green Belt should be 

subject to the normal policies controlling development in Green Belts. 

Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change. 

Planning plays a key role in helping shape places to secure radical reductions in greenhouse gas 

emissions, minimising vulnerability and providing resilience to the impacts of climate change, and 

supporting the delivery of renewable energy. 


